All That I Have
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emember the children's song about the boy who gave Jesus his "two little sh and ve loaves of
bread"? It closes with these words:

All that I have,
All that I have,
I will give Jesus all that I have.
That is a powerful promise and not one to be made lightly. And it is entirely in keeping with what Jesus
taught:
•

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a eld, which a man found and hid; and for joy
over it, he goes and sells all that he has and buys that eld" (Matthew 13:44).

•

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it" (Matthew 13:45-46).

•

"So, likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:33).

All that I have. Have you ever wondered what exactly Jesus meant by that? How He intended it to be
applied? Most of us have, probably. For years, I didn't have a clear answer. But I think I understand it
better now. Jesus is calling us to change the way we think. He is calling us to decide that all that we have
(resources, relationships, possessions, pleasures, comforts, habits, preferences, life, everything) is at His
disposal (nothing is off the table) and will be used or held in reserve, kept or discarded as His purposes
dictate.
This is Jesus' description of a person's state of mind when they come into His kingdom. And as if to
remove the possibility of any misunderstanding, He expresses it another way, again three times:
•

"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26).

•

"And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:27).

•

"So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:3).

"Forsake all," says the Savior. "Put Me before all," says the Son of God. "Or you cannot be My
disciple."
This is the radical nature of true Christianity.
In his book, Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis tells the following story:
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When I was a child, I often had toothache, and I knew that if I went to my mother, she would give me
something that would deaden the pain for that night and let me get to sleep. But I did not go to my
mother—at least, not till the pain became very bad. And the reason I did not was this. I did not doubt
she would give me the aspirin; but I knew she would also do something else. I knew she would take
me to the dentist the next morning. I could not get what I wanted out of her without getting something
more, which I did not want. I wanted immediate relief from pain: but I could not get it without having
my teeth set permanently right. And I knew those dentists; I knew they started ddling about with all

sorts of other teeth which had not yet begun to ache. They would not let sleeping dogs lie; if you gave
them an inch they took a [mile] (p. 171).
Lewis's account humorously illustrates a profound point. In a sense, the Lord is like the dentist. Some
go to Him looking for a cure for some particular sin of which they are ashamed or which is ruining their
lives. And He will cure it. But He will not stop there. He has much bigger plans—plans to set the whole
person permanently right, plans which involve all that we have.
And that's more than most want to give. They want Jesus as their Savior, but not as their Lord.
But giving Him all is the only way. Submitting our will to His will until His will becomes our will is the
only way. Double-mindedness (trying to have it both ways) doesn't work:
•

"...let not that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable
in all his ways" (James 1:7-8).

•

"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you…purify your hearts, you double-minded" (James 4:8).

If we struggle with double-mindedness, David gave us just the prayer to pray: "Teach me your way, O
LORD; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name" (Psalm 86:11).
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Finally, borrowing from Lewis again, we are like eggs. An egg must hatch into a chick or break for a
breakfast. But it can't just remain an unbroken egg inde nitely. Eventually, it will go bad. But we weren't
meant to be bad eggs! So may we break, brethren. May the words of Christ, like a hammer (Jeremiah
23:29), break our self-centered will. May His words break our desire to preserve ourselves and life's
blessings for a life that is only going to last a few more decades at most. Let us break, brethren, and pour
out before Him all that we have. It is the only way.

